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The good, the bad, and the ugly: Exploring invasion genetics of high-risk 
invasive plants in the US mid-Atlantic with undergrads

An introduced lineage of the common reed, Phragmites australis, has been aggressively invading 
estuarine habitats throughout North America for ca. 150 years. In this talk, I’ll share how these 
invasions have provided a way to engage undergraduate students in cutting-edge, interdisciplinary 
research that directly impacts the management of Virginia’s natural resources. 


